
‘Anglican’ Christianity: A four-part series in Advent 2022 
What does it mean to be an ‘Anglican’ Christian? 
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Chicago–Lambeth Quadrilateral 
 
US House of Bishops at Chicago in 1886 
[W]e do hereby affirm that the Christian unity can be restored only by the return of all 
Christian communions to the principles of unity exemplified by the undivided Catholic 
Church during the first ages of its existence; which principles we believe to be the 
substantial deposit of Christian Faith and Order committed by Christ and his Apostles to the 
Church unto the end of the world, and therefore incapable of compromise or surrender by 
those who have been ordained to be its stewards and trustees for the common and equal 
benefit of all.  
 
As inherent parts of this sacred deposit, and therefore as essential to the restoration of 
unity among the divided branches of Christendom, we account the following, to wit:  

1. The Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as the revealed Word of God.  
2. The Nicene Creed as the sufficient statement of the Christian Faith.  
3. The two Sacraments —Baptism and the Supper of the Lord— ministered with 

unfailing use of Christ’s words of institution and of the elements ordained by Him.  
4. The Historic Episcopate, locally adapted in the methods of its administration to the 

varying needs of the nations and peoples called of God into the unity of His Church.  
 
Lambeth Conference of 1888, Resolution 11  
That, in the opinion of this Conference, the following Articles supply a basis on which 
approach may be by God’s blessing made towards Home Reunion:  

1. The Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, as ‘containing all things 
necessary to salvation’, and as being the rule and ultimate standard of faith.  

2. The Apostles’ Creed, as the Baptismal Symbol; and the Nicene Creed, as the 
sufficient statement of the Christian faith.  

3. The two Sacraments ordained by Christ Himself — Baptism and the Supper of the 
Lord — ministered with unfailing use of Christ’s words of Institution, and of the 
elements ordained by Him.  

4. The Historic Episcopate, locally adapted in the methods of its administration to the 
varying needs of the nations and peoples called of God into the Unity of His Church.  

 
 

Discussion Questions 
1. What is the difference between Anglicanism and the Anglican Communion? 
2. What three Provinces of the Anglican Communion, other than the Church of England, 

are not the result of British imperialism? 
3. How may Anglicanism be considered consistent with the early Church rather than a 

compromise between the innovations of Roman Catholicism and Calvinism? 
4. What are the Anglican Formularies? 
5. Upon what do the Formularies, and indeed all doctrine and practice in Anglicanism, 

depend? 


